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Tiglathpileser had conquered, but which had to be
reconquered, and from the Aramaeans, in a short
time. But the greatest achievement of the Ara-
maeans was not in the upper Mesopotanaian valley.
They were in force in this valley when the Ilittite
empire fell to pieces, and to them came the best of
what it possessed, Careheniish, at the fords of the
Euphrates, had been passed by, and moving west-
ward, they had seized Aleppo and Hamath and
then, most glorious and powerful of all, Damascus
fell into their hands. Here they founded their
greatest kingdom, and centuries must elapse before
the Assyrians would be able to break down this
formidable barrier to their western progress. But
these facts have another significance besides the
political. The Aramaeans were essentially traders
The territory which they now possessed was the
key to the trade between the east and the west.
The products of Assyria and of Babylonia could
not cross into Syria and thence in ships over the
Mediterranean westward without passing through
this Aramaean territory, and so paying tribute.
The Aramaeans had become the land traders, as
the Phoenicians were the sea traders. Now, the
Assyrians were also a Commercial people, shrewd,
eager, and persevering. It could not be long be-
fore the king of Assyria would be pressed by the
commercial life of Nineveh to undertake wars for
the winning back from the Aramaeans of this terri-
tory so valuable in, itself, and so important for the
Development of Assyrian commerce. However the